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’7 = or, Martha Deaver

; was kept from
seeing her frail,
elderly mother
for almost three
months by an

Arkansas
nursing home

“It Broke My
Heart That

I Couldn’t
Protect
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complained at

he scene that met Martha Deaver when she arrived at 47-year-old homemaker. “Now it was my

St. Andrews Place Nursing Home was nightmarish. turn to care for her. I needed to find out why

Her 8(-yvear-old maother, Helen Steger, was in the grip the drug wasn't working.”

of a violent seizure, her body shaking, her eves fixed After talking to a staffer, Deaver says, she
and bulging. This shouldn't be happening, Deaver knew—her felt she had grounds to believe that her math-
mother had been on a drug that successfully prevented such sei- er wasn't getting all of her antiseizure medica-
rures since she'd had a stroke three years earlier. But only tion. She took her concerns to the
weeks after Steger moved into the (]nnwa}: Arkansas, home B}' nursing home admimstrator, but she
she mysteriously suffered a new attack. “My mother spent MICHAEL J.  felt that he downplayed the problem.
her entire life caring for others,” recalls Deaver, then a Wrelss So she filed a complaint  covmnuen
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